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Step 1: Go to the Photo Contest Website

Go to https://gfwphotocontest.nwf.org/ E*

All entrants must create an account. To garden
do this, press the “Enter” button at the E:f{.d“fe®
top right of the page and enter your (O, PHOTO CONTEST
email address.

If you have already created an account for the
2025 contest, press the “Login” button, enter
your username and password, and then skip

2025 Garden for Wildlife® Photo Contest

L] L
a h e a d to S tep 3 Of th IS q u ’ de [ This contest celebrates the power of photography to communicate the importance of supporting wildlife where people live. Whether that is in a

local park, community greenspace, balcony garden, or even your very own backyard, we want to see your photos!

When you take part in the photo contest, you become part of our visual community that recognizes the impact of gardening for wildlife. Every
person who enters not only honors their own work, but also helps support the conservation mission of the National Wildlife Federation, which is
dedicated to saving wildlife species and their habitats

*If you have a previous year’s Garden for Wildlife or National Wildlife Photo Contest account, a
new account still must be created for this contest.


https://gfwphotocontest.nwf.org/

Step 2: Create Your Account

To begin your registration, first select £ R
General Entrant or Youth Entrant”* from the
drop-down menu. Then fill out all required i —

fields indicated with a red asterisk. “

Ensure your email and phone number are . -
accurate. This is how we will contact you if - o :
YOU Win! HIIREENEEE P"jimi nnnnnnn il Address

Make a note of your username and et

p a S S W O rd . ‘Usememe . ‘Rasswed Confim Fassword

*The Youth Entrant selection is for individuals age 13-17. If you’re filling out the form for a Youth Entrant, be sure to include the child’s
name and age in the “Youth” fields at the bottom

After creating an account, you will receive an email to confirm your registration. If you do not receive
this, please check your junk folder and/or ensure that you entered your email correctly.



Step 3: Select Your Photo Package

You have three photo-entry packages to g .
choose from depending on the number e
of photos you would like to enter.

Start Uploading Your Photos

Please select a photo package below:

Note: Youth Entrants can enter for free! Only one photo

package is available for youth accounts, but youth can e
“purchase” it multiple times to submit however many e
photos they would like. Use the discount code e
GFWYOUTH at the bottom of the checkout page. This

code only works for youth accounts.




Step 4: Enter Payment

We recommend doing this step on a ggorin (===

¢ 1wildllfem
C O m p Ute r rat h e r t h a n a ta b let O r p h O n e e Home: Help & FAQ Rules Gallery Login Contact Us Garden for Wildlife
for the best experience.
CHECKOUT & PAY
PROMO CODE
If you have been provided a promo code for the Garden for Wildlife Photo
Contest, enter it here. Youth entrants (age 13-17) can use the code

GFWYOUTH to have their fees waived. This code only works for youth
accounts and does not waive fees for general entrants.

pppppp

Amount Payable:
Prome Code:

$15.00 [ apey

PAYMENT METHOD
Select the image that correspond to the payment method you want to use. If TR
an error occurs with your payment, please double check that you entered owseem ParyPal

your card information correctly.

You will receive an email to confirm your payment



Step 5: Fill Out the Photo Form

Once you finish step 4, the website will —

automatically start your first photo submission!
You will need to fill out this photo form again for
each photo you wish to submit to the contest.
We recommend doing this step on a computer
rather than a tablet or phone for the best

experience.
The next couple of pages gives you detailed
descriptions for each field on this form. R




PHOTO DESCRIPTION
This will serve as your photo’s title. Please describe what
the photo is of and any species in it.

CATEGORY
Select the category for your photo. Use your best
judgement. Learn more about the categories here.

WHEN THIS IMAGE WAS TAKEN
Let us know the month and year the photo was taken.

WHERE THIS IMAGE WAS TAKEN
If in the United States, please specify the state the photo
was taken in.

PHOTO STORY
Tell us about how you got this photo. You can share about
the location, the species in the photo, and how you
captured this image. Quotes from this section may be
used if your photo is selected as a winner! Be accurate
and descriptive, this cannot be changed after your photo
is submitted.

Photo Detailz

*Photo Subject (describe)

Monardch on Swamp Milkweaed

“Category

‘Wildlife in the Garden b

“When was this image taken? (Please state month or time of year)

luly, 2023

“Where was this photo taken? (Please specify city, state, country, etc.)

In & local park in Cleveland, Ohio

*Photo Story
My local park has been planting many native species in their pollinater gardan, and this has led to a huge incrzasz in the number of monanch

butterfiies | s2e thare! | went to the park hoping to get 3 photo of one on the flowers and got lucky thiz moming! The light was beautiful, and | was
ghble to get 3 few great photos of these amazing butterfiizs!

146


https://blog.nwf.org/2025/04/start-snapping-the-garden-for-wildlife-photo-contest-returns-this-august/

CAMERA EQUIPMENT
The camera and lens you used to take this photo.

DIGITAL ALTERATIONS
Include a brief description of all edits you made to the
photo. To see what digital alterations are allowed, please
see our rules.

UPLOAD PHOTO HERE
Click “Select” to select a photo file from your computer.

DONATE
Would you like to donate your photo to NWF?
Learn what this means by clicking here.

SUBMIT ENTRY
After your image is
uploaded, clicking “Submit
Entry” will officially submit
this photo to the contest.
After submitting your
photo, you cannot make
edits to this form.

SAVE
This button will save the
information and photo but
will not submit it to the
contest. You can come
back and edit the
information later.

Mikon ZF with 105mm lzns

| adjusted the exposure and =aturation. | cropped the photo a bit to get the butterfly to fill up more of the frame.

- L
f | have read and agreed to the photo donation terms as set forth in Section 15 of the Official Rules, and
nderstand how my donated images may be used to help NWF.

4 | would like to additionally submit my photo into the public gallery. Photos will be viewable by the public.



https://gfwphotocontest.nwf.org/menu-rules.aspx?comp_id=32F6A80A-B2C4-4260-824C-611FB64141CE
https://gfwphotocontest.nwf.org/common/fileuploads/GFWPC_Donations_2025.png

Step 6: Add More Photo Entries

You do not have to add all your photos in

one sitting. You can log out and come back
to it at any point before the contest closes.

To submit more photos, log in to your
account and click on the “Add Entry”
button to begin adding photos to your
account. You must be logged in to access
this button and page.

Start with “Photo Subject” and select a
contest category for each photo entry.

Click on “save” button to proceed. Then
simply repeat step 5 for this photo.

for

wildlife®

/0] PHOTO CONTEST

Home Rules Help & FAQ Add Entry Entries & Payment Gallery Contact Us Garden for Wildlife

Follow our Step-by-Step Guide to help you through the submitting a photo.
This year's contest is comprised of five different categories:,

+ Native Plants in the Garden

+ Wildlife in the Garden

« Candid and Funny Moments in the Garden

« Small Space Gardens and Habitat

« Youth Category (Photos taken by photographers ages 13-17. ONLY available to youth registrants.)

Looking to go back and review or edit your existing entries? Click on the "Entries & Payment” tab from the menu.

*Photo Subject (describe)
~Category
Please Select v




Step 7: See Your Entries

Entered images can be reviewed in the for

II E nt r i e S & Pa y m e n t ,, p a ge . O n t h i S p a ge yo u . Home Rules Help & FAQ Add Entry Entries & Payment Gallery Contact Us Garden for Wildlife

Here are a few tips that can help you with the entry process:

can look at all your photos and make sure
-t h ey h ave b een Oﬂ:I C i a lly sSu b m i't'te d 'to 't h e it ins il B [ amplcd e A vt e ke ki

2. To edit an existing entry or review your submissions, scroll down on this page r entry list. To edit draft entry forms, click on the image’s ‘Entry Title’ or the corresponding pencil icon. To replace
an image you don't want, and it has nof been submitted, dick on the entry title to replace it with a new description and upload a new image.

| 3. To complete your submission form, all required information fields (denoted by a red asterisk®) for each image must be filled out before you can submit your entry to be judged. If the required
. information has not been completed, the corresponding missing fields will be displayed. Click the image’s status then click on the field name to be taken to the co-field to complete the form. Do not

click submit until you are completely done with your entry. Accepted entries cannot be edited.

photo contest category, and click Save’, {If you did not already pay the entry fee during the registration
ay also be purchased, there is no limit on the total number of images allowed.)

4, To submit an entry for judging, click on the 'Submit’ button, The application form is complete and will show a status of ‘Accepted,’ the image will automatically be entered to the judging site. Once
you have submitted, the entry cannot be modified.

to entered into the Photo Contest is automatically entered for the People’s ward, viewable in the gallery for voting by the public and sharable with family and friends through social
rou do not wish to enter your photo into the People’s Choice Award contest, at time of entry you must uncheck the appropriate box for each phote in the submission form. Unchecking this
box means your entered photo will be seen only by NWPC judges and not available for viewing in the public gallery.

Check the Status of Your Images:

Entry Status:

Y d: Denotes a successful submitted image. An accepted entry cannot be edited nor deleted,
. Denotes entry still needs to be submitted to the judges. Entry can be edited or deleted.
= |ncomplete: Denotes the application form is not completely filled out, click on the entry's title to complete the Photo Details form. Entry can be edited or deleted.

Acce pted —_— I m a ge(s) h ave b e e n If you have more guestions, please check out the Help & FAQ page.
s u C C es Sfu lly s u b m itte d to t h e C o ntest Thumbnail images below are for confirmation of your entries. Judges will review origingl images

Completed - Image(s) are uploaded, 3

3 Close-Up Mative Plants and their -
)
but not submitted to the contest R N o el Ml
2 | Turtle BExample Certified Wildlife Habitat Landscapes Accepted 0 $0.00 07/23/2021
. 1| Bird Example Wildlife Obsenvations Whers Peopls o $100 | owzis20E

Nork, Play, Lesrn, and Worshio

s1.00

Incomplete - A required field has not

been filled out in the photo form.

Need additional help? See our FAQ page.



https://gfwphotocontest.nwf.org/menu-help.aspx?comp_id=32F6A80A-B2C4-4260-824C-611FB64141CE

Optional: Add Another Photo Package

garden
Welcome
for

wildlife’
[0, PHOTO CONTEST

Home Rules Help & FAQ Add Entry Entries & Payment Gallery Contact Us Garden for Wildlife

[ [
If you use all the photo slots available with e
y 1. To add a new entry, click on the 'Add Entry’ button, fill out th bject and select a photo contest category, and click "Save'. {If you did not already pay the entry fee during the registration
process, you will be prompted to purchase a photo-entry pacl ional packages may also be purchased, there is no limit on the total number of images allowed.)
this page to your entry list, To edit draft entry forms, click on the image’s ‘Entry Title’ or the corresponding pendil icon. To replace

& entry title to replace it with a2 new description and upload a new image.

2. To edit an existing entry or review your submissions, scro

the photo package you purchased, you can

3. To complete your submission form, all required information fields (denoted by a red asterisk*) for each image must be filled out before you can submit your entry to be judged. If the required
information has not been completed, the corresponding missing fields will be displayed. Click the image’s status then click on the field name to be taken to the co-field to complete the form. Do not

(PR
l I rC h a S e a n a d d It I O n a l h ot O a C k a e I click submit until you are completely done with your entry. Accepted entries cannot be edited.
u 4. To submit an entry for judging, click on the 'Submit’ button. The application form is complete and will show a status of ‘Accepted,” the image will automatically be entered to the judging site. Once
you have submitted, the entry cannot be modified.
[ [ [

Each photo entered into the Photo Contest is automatically entered for the People’s Choice Award, viewable in the gallery for voting by the public and sharable with family and friends through social
e re I S I I O I I I I I O I I e I I l I I I I e r o O O S media. If you do not wish to enter your photo into the People’s Choice Award contest, at time of entry you must uncheck the appropriate box for each photo in the submission form. Unchecking this

box means your entered photo will be seen only by NWPC judges and not available for viewing in the public gallery.

M Entry Status:

O l I ‘ a n S l I b I I I It to t h e ‘ O I Ite St . d: Denotes a successful submitted image. An accepted entry cannot be edited nor deleted.
. . Denotes entry still needs to be submitted to the judges. Entry can be edited or deleted.

» |ncomplete: Denotes the application form is not completely filled out, click on the entry's title o complete the Photo Details form. Entry can be edited or deleted.

If you have more questions, please check out the Help & FAQ page.

To do this, login in and click “add entry”.
From there, repeat step 3.

51.00

, Close-Up Native Plants and their -

- 3 BesExample e et C = (5] $000 07232021 P
2 | Turtle Example Centified Wildlife Habitst Landscapes Accspted (5] $0.00 | 07/23/2021

P P ‘Wildlife Observations Where People

y 1| Bird Zcampl weomplets 5100
e seameis Live, Work, Play. Lesm, and Worship e o
$1.00

Need additional help? See our FAQ page.



https://gfwphotocontest.nwf.org/menu-help.aspx?comp_id=32F6A80A-B2C4-4260-824C-611FB64141CE
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